
on the road with jah 
A f t e r  a  wh i r lw ind  t ew  h o u r s  i n  New 
York C i t y  t o  s e e  t h e  J a p a n e s e  a r t i s t s '  
book e x h i b i t  a t  F r a n k l i n  P u r a n c e  which 
wes t o  c l o s e  w h i l e  we were  i n  Bos ton ,  
we d r o v e  t o  Bos ton  and a r r i v e d  i n  t ime 
f o r  t h e  opening  of  BETWEEN THE COVERS, 
a n  e x h i b i t  of  handmade a r t i s t s '  books 
a t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C o l l e g e  o f  A r t  Thomp- 
s o n  G a l l e r y .  I t  was m e e t i n g  and  g r e e -  
t i n g ,  b e s i d e s  g e t t i n g  t o  l o o k  a t  a l l  
t h e  books.  U l i s e s  C a r r i o n  had  a r r i v e d ,  
as d i d  t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h i s  won- 
d e r f u l  community o f  book a r t i s t s .  A t  
t h i s ,  t h e f i f t h  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  
A r t i s t s '  Books, we had f i n a l l y  become 
a f a m i l y ,  a community o f  a r t i s t s ,  p r i n -  
t e r s ,  c r i t i c s ,  c u r a t o r s ,  a r t  h i s t o r i -  
a n s  and  a l l  s t u d e n t s  o f  bookworks.  

Organ ized  by t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  Photo-  
g r a p h i c  Resource  C e n t e r  a t  Bos ton  Uni- 
v e r s i t y  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  t h e  c o n f e r -  
e n c e  opened w i t h  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  o t  seg-  
ments  o f  FRENCH FRIES, t h e  l a t e s t  
bookwork by Warren L e h r e r  and  Dennis  
B e r n s t e i n ,  a q u i c k  s e r v i c e  c i r c u s  of 
c u l i n a r y  d i s c o u r s e ,  a f t e r  wh ich  we 
were  t r e a t e d  t o  a  " r a d i o a c t i v e  g u e s t  
l e c t u r e "  by L e h r e r .  

F r l d a y  e v e n i n g  was r e u n i o n  t i m e  f o r  
t h e  members o t  t h e  " f a m i l y " ,  and  a  
good t i m e  w a s  had by a l l .  

While t h e  Book F a i r  o p e n e d ,  t h e r e  
were  s i m u l t a n e o u s  s e s s i o n s  o n g o i n g ,  
which  proved t o  be a  d e t r i m e n t  t o  many 
of  t h e  c o n f e r e e s .  The "con~muni ty"  i s  
n o t  b i g  enough t o  c o v e r  t h e  Inany 
i s s u e s  i n  s i m u l t a n e o u s  s e s s i o n s .  T h i s  
i s  one of t h e  problems t h a t  c o n f r o n t e d  
v e t e r a n  a t t e n d e e s .  Whi le  a  p a n e l  was 
d i s c u s s i n g  how t o  g e t  t h e  work o u t ,  G a i l  
Harrison-Roman w a s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  Russia11 
Avant-Garde Book D e s i g n ,  and Kebeccd 
M i c h a e l s  w a s  d i s c u s s i n g  h e r  own o f f s e t  
work .  T h a t  was b u i l t - i l l  f r u s t r a t i o n  f o r  
me. A  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  
200 p e o p l e  s h o u l d  n o t  have  t o  cor l i ro l l t  
t h e  problem oL " p l a y i n g  f a v o r i t e s " .  r h i s  
i s  n o t  C v l l e g e  A r t .  

So w h i l e  some were  e a t i n g  l u n c h ,  
o t h e r s  l i s t e n e d  t o  a l e c t u ~ e  r e :  The 
F u t u r e  of  -he  Kook. I m p o r t a n t  l e c t u r e s  
by P r a n c e s  BuLler  and  J a r o s l a v  Andel  
were  c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s  
on p r e s e r v a t i o n  o r  t e a c h i n g  bvokworks.  
One of Lhe h i g h l i g h t s  o f  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r -  

noon was t h e  tandem l e c t u r e  by l e l f e r  
S t o k e s  and Helen Doug las ,  g u e s t s  from 
S c o t l a n d ,  who spoke  i n t i m a t e l y  and l u c i d l y  
a b o u t  t h e  books t h e y  have  done  s i n g l y ,  and 
t h e  one  hey d i d  t o g e t h e r .  

l h r  r v e n l n g  produced tlhe ~ l l o s t  provoca-  
t i v e  " i n t e r n a l  memo" I h a v e  e v e r  hea rd  
a b o u t  bookworks, p r e s e n ~ e d  by C l i v e  
P h i l l p o t ,  l i b r a r i a n  a t  t h e  Museum of 
Modern A r t  and l o n g t i m e  w r i t e r  on book- 
works .  The l e c t u r e  was c a l l e d  "The 
S u c c e s s  & F a i l u r e  o t  Books by A r t i s t s " .  
I t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I had e v e r  s e e n  
book a r t i s t s  d i a l o g u e  f o r  a n y  l e n g t h  
o f  time a f t e r  a  t a l k .  But s i n c e ,  as 
s t a t e d  above ,  i t  was a n  i n t e r n a l  menio- 
randum, I s h a l l  n o t  d i v u l g e  i t s  sub-  
s t a n c e .  L e t  i t  s u f f i c e  t h a t  t h e  t e n e t s  
upon which book a r t i s t s  h a v e  been  d o i n g  
t h e i r  t h i n g  t h e s e  many y e a r s  were  c h a l -  
l e n g e d  by P h i l l p o t  i n  h i s  comments. I 
w i l l  l e a v e  i t  t o  David r r e n d  i n  AFTEK- 
IMAGE 

BOOK FAIR: I h e  Book F a i r  was n o t  
w e l l  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  m e d i a ,  s o  
t h a t  Bos ton  d i d  n o t  t u r n  o u t  i n  d r o v e s  
t o  buy new a r t i s t s '  books .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  
some of  t h e  e x h i b i t o r s  were  buying  books 
f rom e a c h  o t h e r .  Meanwhile,  t h e  new books 
which  t h e  P h o t o g r a p h i c  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  
had  funded  were b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  by t h e  
a r i i s t s :  J a n e t  Zweig ' s  HEINZ and J U D Y :  
A  PLAY; l r e ~ i e  Shwachman's WE GREW UP 
I N  PIANHATTAN; and Bonnie Donohue w i t h  
Warner Wada's BELFA5T:CONTROL ZONE. 
Whi le  e a c h  of  t h e  a r t i s t s  e x p l a i n e d  
how t h e  book was c r e a t e d ,  a p a n e l  o t  
c r i t i c s  w a s  d i s c u s s i n g  i s s u e s  of con- 
t empora ry  c r i t i c i s m  of bookworks ,  i n -  
c l u d i n g  Don R u s s e l l ,  U l i s e s  C a r r i o n ,  
S h e l l e y  K i c e ,  and B a r b a r a  Tannenbaum. 

The Confe rence  c l o s e d  w i t h  more 
a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  Book F a i r ,  and  t h e  
e x h i b i t i o n  o p e n i n g  of  " O f f s e t :  A Sur-  
vey  of  Art is ts '  Books" c u r a t e d  by Gary 
Richman, which was h e l d  a t  t h e  P r o j e c t  
A r t s  C e n t e r  i n  Cambridge .  

Thanks t o  J e a n  C a s l i n  and  K a t i e  Con- 
way of  Lhe PKC f o r  b r i n g i n g  u s  a l l  
Loge the r  and making Boston  c l l i v e  w i t h  
bookworks,  i f  o n l y  f o r  19-21 A p r i l !  
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