FROM THE EDITOR

Now that spring tea]ly seems to be coming in, a Little late,
I must confess that Umbrella is a month late because of
the pul)].ication of the catalog for my show, Women of the
Book: Jewish Artists, Jewish Themes, and because I had to
be away for two weeks instal]ing the show in Minneapo]is
and gigging in Tulsa, jwlg’mg a show of gr&cluate and
undergraduate students for the Gussman prizes at the
“University of Tulsa. I might say that it's easier to write an
editorial or anytl:ung than judging a show of such ]!.lg]l
calibred students. I sweated it a great deal and eight hours
later, I wasn't sure whether I could be King Solomon or
not. But the prizes were given after I left, and I am glad I
got away.

Of course, | saw winter in aneapo].l.s and spring in
Tulsa (l)u.rgeonmg spnng) ' an(l came home to angels n
Los Angeles—not cows as in New York and Chicago, not
pigs or mermaids or ﬂam.ingos,‘ or even horses in
Lexington, but angels, attempting to give L.A. a bit of

pu])hc art” which will be auctmned in May, but wherefore

art thou angels7

I also started reading 410 e—mml messages, getting teatly
for the Edible Book ngL/Low Tea which was a success all
over the world, from Australia to New Zealaml, Canada
(for the first time in two venues) to London, Amsterdam,
Ham}aurg and France, as well as all parts of the U.S. See
it on hitp://www.geocities.com/books2eat with links to the
p]:loto albums, wlﬁglx will be complete& in the next month.
And then I moderated a panel discussion on ZVApril for
the ARLIS/NA librarians al)out the aéquisition of artist !
books directly from the source, the artist. And it was
good, and then I started writing Umbrella. .

As I started reading all the resources for this issue, I
realized that archives are truly in the air. Ruscha’s archive
of gmplﬁc works (complete) have been sold to the Fine
Arts Museums of San Francisco’s Achenbach Foundation
for Graphic Arts with 325+ impressions altogether, as
well as trial, color and cancellation proofs, and one of
every future Ruscha editioned print, p]:lotogra.p]:x, or other
pul)lication will go to the archive as well. An exhibition
will open on 26 May and run t}u'oug]:x the summer for this
amazing acquisition—and it didn’t even stay in Los
.Angeles, where Ruscha La.s been called “Mr. LA t]niving
in the smog of this city.

At the same time, I heard on NPR about the Medici
Axrchive Project, directed by Edward Gol&l:erg, who is
working with the Medici Family Archive in Florence, Italy

where every letter sent or received by the Medici Court
during their rule from mid-1500s to mid-1700s is in miles
of bound volumes and is now Leing clocumented, Jigitzed
and made available by 2012. What is so amazing is that
the Medicis made the Italian art history that we all study
and profoumlly a&mu:e, and they had a sense of the
importance of lzeepmg everytlnng

And how goo& it was to hear that May CastleLen—y,
formerly with the Whitney Museum of American Art, who
did the now famous series of books in the Artists and
Writers series, is now formulaﬁng the Lxl)raty Council at
MOMA, established to create special publications )
supporting the MOMA Library and Museum Archives.
More than likely, collectors will want their hands on
Cas‘tlel:erry’s new sgeries, and per]:aps some artist books

Now I would like some feedback from you about
putting Umbrella online next year—availal)lé by payment to
download the whole issue, without ﬁly llaving to.mail it
out (postage prol)al)ly will be going up a second time this
year 2001) or printing it. Just Jrop me an e-mail or a line
tel].i.ng me what you think. I know librarians like hard

~ copy, but t]:ey can get it Ly Jownloacling it. There are
- various ways of paying tor a su})sbziption, one of them

being Paypa.l—aml I now have that facxlxty for international
and domestic sul')scriptions.

Correction: The great Largam mentioned in t]:xe

: Decem})er 2000 igsue of Umbrella was Bd Rusc]:m latest

Loolz, Her Name is Styrene, which cost actuauy $19.95
and not the designated $29.95 as announced in Umbrella.

- (New York, Phaidon, 2000)

Cover: Ed Vamey's use of ml)l:emtamps in a print he sent

" me for Christmas, and now it makes a wonderful cover. Ed

is the editor ofArtistamp News out of Vancouver.
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