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Abstract

Compilation of all "old" (pre-1932) catalogue records, and a recataloguing of

all vertebrates in the collection of the Indiana State Museum has resulted in the location

of many important specimens and interesting records. Many of the specimens have

been lost, however, and many of those existing lack data.

There are 301 entries for Indiana birds, now represented by 90 documented
specimens. Included are such important specimens as an American white pelican (Foun-

tain County, 1896), brown pelican (Marion County, 1907), tundra swan (Newton County,

1897), greater prairie chicken (Benton and Fountain counties), passenger pigeon (Wayne

County, 1869), and thick-billed murre (Marion County, 1896).

Thirty-eight Indiana mammal records are now represented by eleven specimens.

One hundred and seventeen turtle records, most collected by W.S. Blatchley in 1901,

are represented by 80 documented specimens. Records exist for 62 additional rep-

tiles, and for twenty-one fishes that are no longer in the collection.

Introduction

Little has been published describing the natural history collections of the Indiana

State Museum 1NSM). Thompson (27) published a list of invertebrate fossils, samples

of building stone, and of freshwater bivalves, the predominant specimens in the col-

lection at that time. Butler (6) referred to several birds in the State Museum collection.

Hahn (9) noted that "The State Museum at Indianapolis contains a fairly represen-

tative mounted collection, but lacks a number of species of mice, shrews and bats,

and has no reserve material for study." Twenty-seven years later Lyon (17), in refer-

ring to Indiana mammal collections, relates "A few are recorded by Hahn as in the

State Museum. These have been moved about in the State House so many times

that their labels have become lost and they are of little scientific value. Unfortunately

I have not had the opportunity of assembling it in one place and studying it as a

whole." The collections received poor management from the 1920's until 1967 when

they were transferred to the present structure (25). From at least the late 1950's through

1981 the natural history collections and their records were generally inaccessible for

study (letters, A.S. Horowitz to R.L. Richards, 13 April 1983 and to W. Bruggen,

5 July 1983; R.E. Mumford, pers. comm. October 1987). Reorganization of the natural

history collections has been underway since 1982 (26). Richards (25) presented a short

history of the collections and a description of the Pleistocene vertebrates.

Because such older works as Butler (6) and Hahn (9) and contemporary publications

as Mumford and Keller (21) refer to, or make secondary citations to specimens in

the State Museum collections, I thought it timely to make the content of the vertebrate

collection known. Because of the sparsity of "early" published records, I am presenting

the entire list of INSM specimens and records accumulated from 1877 through 1932.

Methods

I have compiled all "old" records, including labels, miscellaneous records,

photographs and a 1932 catalogue list which supplied most of the information. A
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cursory review of the literature added some documentation to several specimens. All

materials on non-permanent loan were recalled. Existing vertebrates were renumbered

and a new catalogue developed. Matching specimens with old catalogue records was

often difficult, since three different numbering systems (often overlapping) had been

used. Often, one-of-a-kind specimens without numbers could be referred to a unique

catalogue listing. Fortunately, most record listings contained common and scientific

names, adding to the credibility of identification of specimens that could not be located.

Extensive revision to current taxonomic nomenclature was necessary. I did not include

in this report records of specimens collected since 1932 nor a collection of several hun-

dred birds eggs. These will be addressed at a later date.

Results

In all, 894 vertebrates were listed in the Museum's records. Many of those

specimens have been lost and many of those existing lack data. I have listed both

documented specimens (with catalogue numbers), as well as records that are unsup-

ported by specimens (Table 1). Some exotic items, such as a three-toed sloth and

great bustard were found to be on permanent loan to The Children's Museum (In-

dianapolis). Many specimens on loan to schools and other institutions were stolen or

mutilated and some were destroyed by dermestids. Some may have been destroyed

by dermestids while in the museum.

The fish catalogue consisted of only 47 entries, including such exotic items as

sawfish rostra, dried cow fish and burr fish. Of thirty listings for fish found in In-

diana, data was available for only 20 specimens, all but two of common occurrence

within their modern ranges. There is record of a large blue catfish (Ictalurus furcatus)

from the East Fork, White River, Lawrence County. If unstocked, this is an unusual

occurrence from its normal Ohio River distribution in Indiana. All other fishes in the

collection were apparently liquid preserved (alcohol or formaldehyde) and were lost

prior to the 1966 move of specimens to the present quarters.

The amphibians and reptiles in the collection also were largely liquid preserved

and survive today only as "stuffed" turtles and their dried shells. There are listings

for 32 amphibians, 29 with Indiana documentation. The blue-spotted salamander (Am-

bystoma laterale, Starke County) record is among the few for northwestern Indiana.

The record for the small-mouthed salamander (A. texanum, Starke County) is interesting

since Minton (18) has an unconfirmed record for the Jasper-Pulaski County area

to the south and for Marshall County to the east. The entry for pickerel frog (Rana

palustris, Posey County), without specimen, is so displaced west of its modern range

that I question its identification.

There are 103 entries for reptiles (exclusive of turtles), including alligators, iguanas,

rattlesnake rattles and various snake eggs. One unusual Indiana listing, 24 June 1931

notes: "Blunt-head snake; shipped from South America to Indianapolis in a carload

of bananas; mildly poisonous; 30 inches in length; Donated by F. Venizia, Indianapo-

lis." Seventy-nine listings of Indiana occurring species produced data on 27 snake

and 6 lizard specimens. A listing for the midland brown snake (Storeria dekayi), Dubois

County, is curious, since this species is poorly documented in southwestern Indiana,

with only an unconfirmed record for Posey County (18). The few records for the Plains

garter snake (Thamnophis radix), include reports from northwestern Indiana and the

only listing for LaPorte County. The listing of the red milk snake (Lampropeltis

triangulum syspild) for Posey County is noteworthy, as Minton (18) also has an un-

confirmed record for that county, the only record in extreme southwestern Indiana.

The "red" snake is clearly separated from the two other listed milk snake specimens

in the Museum's catalogue. An unusual "two headed" eastern hognose snake (Heterodon

platyrhinos) was found near Manilla, Rush County.

Proceedings of the Indiana Academy of Science
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The original listing for turtles consisted of 155 entries, with 125 specimens of

Indiana occurring taxa. These provided for 117 Indiana/Illinois records and 80

documented specimens. Fourteen specimens are "stuffed;" the remaining are dried

shells. Most of the records for Grand Chain in the Wabash River, Posey County,

IN, and for Mount Carmel, Wabash County, Illinois, appear to be from the collecting

effort of W.S. Blatchley in 1901-1902 (18, p. 188), then State Geologist in charge

of the Museum. Many shells examined did contain crumpled paper with original data.

One of the earliest items in the Museum is a rodent-gnawed skull of a large alligator

snapping turtle (71.983.115), "said to be from Arkansas," donated in March 1877,

and cited by Hay (10). The mounted specimen of eastern mud turtle {Kinosternon

subrubrum) is among the few specimens from northwestern Indiana and the only

confirmed record from Starke County. The record of ornate box turtle (Terrapene

ornata) Posey County, is noteworthy in that there is only one other record (Daviess

County) for this prairie species in southwestern Indiana (18). The 1932 catalogue

clearly distinguishes between a "terrapine" (T. ornata) and the "common box tur-

tle" (T. Carolina). Given the sparsity of map turtle {Graptemys geographica) and

sawback turtle {G. pseudogeographica) records for southwestern Indiana and the sym-

patric occurrence of two subspecies (or species) of the latter in Indiana (19), specimens

from these earlier populations appear important. There is a series of red-ear turtle

{Pseudemys scripta elegans) carapaces, displaying several stages of development and

variation in markings. The catalogue lists three specimens of "Pseudemys troosti

(Holbrook)," as understood by Hay (10), from Grand Chain, Posey County, that

can be attributed to three melanistic P. s. elegans specimens (two "stuffed,"

71. 7. 3. 29-. 30; one shell, 71.7.3.11). Melanism is more frequent in older male red-ears

(7; 18). One specimen from Grand Chain (71.7.1.34) displays a hunch-back condi-

tion (kyphosis) and is the largest red-ear that Minton had ever seen (Minton, pers.

comm., 28 March 1985). The record of a red-ear turtle from Lake Maxinkuckee,

Marshall County, is among the few from north central Indiana. Minton (18) also

listed an unconfirmed Marshall County record. The limited number of Indiana

hieroglyphic turtles {Pseudemys concinna hieroglyphica x. P. floridana hoyi) in col-

lections increases the value of the Grand Chain/Mount Carmel specimens at the

Museum. Once thought to be extinct in the state (18), there are restricted populations

of this turtle in extreme southwestern Indiana (19). Thirteen specimens of turtles are

"stuffed" (snapping turtle; mud turtle, Starke County; 2 Blanding's turtles,? Starke

County; 2 map turtles; sawback turtle; 3 red-ear turtles (2 melanistic, Grand Chain);

3 hieroglyphic turtles), the last 9 emydids probably from Grand Chain or Mount

Carmel.

The mounted bird collection contained 462 specimens representing 301 Indiana

records; 90 documented Indiana specimens survive, as well as numerous probable In-

diana specimens that have been separated from their data. The American white pelican

(Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) specimen provides an early spring migration date (20 April

1896, Fountain County; 11). This specimen was previously noted (4). The brown pelican

{Pelecanus occidentalis; Figure 1A) specimen was documented by Blatchley (4), seen

by Mumford in the State Museum at the State House in 1958 (21) and presumed lost

(11). This specimen is among the few accidental records of this species from Indiana.

Specimens of two Indiana double-crested comorants {Phalacrocorax auritus) are notewor-

thy, as this once regular migrant is now a rare migrant, though casual in summer

and winter. Butler (6) refers to two Boone County least bitterns {Isobrychus exilis)

in the old State Museum collection; one, dismounted (71.8.34) is present. Butler (6)

also refers to a whistling swan (= tundra swan, Cygnus columbianus) from Decatur

County in the office of the State Geologist. There is only one Museum record for
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Figure 1. A. Brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis), collected near Broad Ripple,

Marion Co., IN, 26 March 1907 (71.8.25).

B. Passenger pigeon (Ectopistes migratorious) collected in Wayne Co.,

IN, 1869 (71.8.286).
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this bird (Newton County, near Moracco, killed 14 October 1897) suggesting that the

more complete Newton County data is valid. The snow goose (Chen caerulescens) in

the collection has a barring pattern, that suggests mixing with a domestic goose, perhaps

even pen rearing. Snow Geese are not uncommon migrants through Indiana. The old-

squaw (Clangula hyemails) specimen, Boone County, represents an uncommon report

for central Indiana. Indiana ospreys (Pandion haliaetus) were rarely available for mount-

ing. John Michaels (a collector friend of W.S. Blatchley; 5) took the specimen (with

limited data) in his home county (Putnam). Michaels also took a bald eagle (Haliaeetus

leucocephalus), from Putnam County. Mounted bald eagle specimens from Indiana

are uncommon. The old catalogue distinguishes two types of rough-legged hawks ("Black

Hawk, rough-legged hawk, Archibuteo ferrugineus" and "Rusty hawk, Black Hawk,

Archibuteo Sanctijohannis"). The confusing entry suggests that the ferruginous hawk

(Buteo borealis), of rare occurrence in Indiana, may be represented by the Brown County

listing, since the Boone County female appears to be the black phase of rough-legged

hawk (Buteo lagopus). The golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) specimen from Shelby

County appears to be a soundly documented, rare Indiana mount. The specimen of

the uncommon merlin (Falco columbarius), Boone County, had been noted in the old

collection by Butler (6).

The mounted peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), lacking data in the catalogue,

appears to be the Boone County (Slabtown, 14 May 1896) specimen noted in the

collection by Butler (6). Because the greater prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus cupido)

is now extirpated in Indiana (last seen 1970, 21), museum specimens of Indiana stock

are important. Although Butler (6) noted the Benton County specimen in the collec-

tion, the Fountain County bird at the INSM has not previously been recognized.

The two Missouri specimens of wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) are listed because

they represent wild stock, unmixed with more recent domestic varieties (24). A number

of "experimentally" introduced birds were apparently raised on the State Game Reserve

farm at Waveland, including the silver pheasant (Gennaeus nycthemerus), golden phea-

sant (Chrysolophys pictus) and the Texas bobwhite (Colinus virginianus texanus), the

last taxon only represented in the existing collection. Specimens of the king rail (R.

elegans) and Virginia rail (Rallus limicola) are noteworthy, given the sparsity of their

records in central Indiana. The sandhill crane (Grus canadensis) with record only,

was taken in Montgomery County during a rather late spring migration (16 April

1900). Butler (6) noted a semipalmated plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) from Jasper

County in the old Museum collection; it is not present in the collection today. The

marbled godwit mount (Limosa fedoa) represents a species that was once abundant

in the Kankakee River marshes of northern Indiana (21) but now is a rare to casual

migrant. Although the Wilson's phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) specimen lacked any

catalogue data, Butler (6) noted that the old INSM specimens were collected near

Lebanon in Boone County, 9 May 1889.

Two red-necked phalaropes (Phalaropus lobatus) in the old collection were noted

by Butler (6) as having been taken in Boone County, (7 June 1889); the Museum
catalogue lists only two specimens from Brown County. Inclusion of a date suggests

that the Boone County locality is more probable for these rare migrants in Indiana.

The red phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria) record (without specimen) for Daviess County

is rather far south for this casual fall migrant of the Lake Michigan region in Indiana.

The herring gull (Larus argentatus) specimen was collected from Marion County

(February 1899), at a time when the bird was a winter visitor or resident (21). An
extensive account was given by Butler (6) of the occurrence and collection of the

thick-billed murre (Uria lomvia; Figure 2) in Marion County, (13 December 1896).

Mumford and Keller (21) refer to a specimen taken near Pickard (Clinton County)

as being "for some time" in the State Geologist's office, Indainapolis, but none
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refer to the existence of the Marion County specimen. The catalogue clearly notes

Marion County, 13 December 1896 for this rare mount of an accidental visitor to

Indiana. Given the exhaustive scrutiny for records of the extinct passenger pigeon

{Ectopistes migratorius) in Indiana (6; 21), it seems ironic that the INSM mounted

specimen from Wayne County, collected 1869 (Figure IB) donated by Hon. Walter

mi
h

Figure 2. Thick-billed murre (Uria lomvia), collected in Marion Co., IN, 13

December 1896 (71.8.279).

S. Ratliff, Richmond, IN, 1921 (13) has been overlooked. It is in good condition.

Butler (6) records a specimen of barn owl (Tyto alba) in the old collection from

Franklin (Johnson County) taken December, 1883; by elimination, 71.8.294 is either

that specimen, or another from Boone County. This specimen and two others from

central Indiana become more important museum specimens as Indiana barn owl popula-

tions decline. The black-backed woodpecker (Picoides arcticus) was first collected

by H.L. Stoddard in Lake and Porter counties in March, 1917, and four other winters

through October, 1927 (21). Although not present in the collection, the catalogue

shows a specimen collected at Mineral Springs, Porter County, (21 November 1920),

donated by Stoddard himself. The record of Bohemian waxwing {Bombycilla gar-

rulus), collected at Miller's Lake (?Porter County) by H.L. Stoddard is interesting,

since the bird is a rare and irregular winter visitor to Indiana. Mumford and Keller

(21) refer to a northern shrike (Laninus excubitor), in the old collection. The Museum
catalogue confirms its data (Brown County, 11 October 1893), but the specimen is
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missing. There is also a Museum record for this rare central Indiana winter resident

for Monroe County. Catalogue records exist for a pair of loggerhead shrikes (Lanius

ludovicianus) for Boone County and there is a specimen in the collection without

data, but it is probably the loggerhead shrike listed in the undocumented collection

of Dr. Eugene Buehler, donated 16 April 1932, since the catalogue number does not

match the Boone County records. The black-throated blue warbler (Dendroica

caerulescens) specimen, Boone County, is an interesting record for this uncommon
migrant. The pine warbler (Dendroica pinus) from Warren County was in poor con-

dition and dismounted for storage; this bird is presently a rare migrant and very

rare summer resident in northern northern (11). Butler (6) refers to two prairie warblers

(Dendroica discolor, Boone and Starke counties) in the old collection; the Museum
catalogue lists only two Boone County entries, and there are no specimens. The prairie

warbler is a rare migrant and locally uncommon summer resident in central Indiana

(11). Butler (6) refers to a Boone County specimen of Wilson's warbler (Wilsonia

pusilla) in the old collection; the head is missing and it has since been dismounted

for storage. The bird is presently an uncommon spring and common fall migrant.

The lark sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) specimen from Monroe County is in-

teresting, since Butler considered it rare at the time when it was probably collected;

it is presently an uncommon to rare summer resident in southern Indiana. Butler

(6) noted a savannah sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis), Starke County, in the old

collection; we have the record at the Museum, but not the specimen. It is a common
Indiana migrant. Butler (6) lists a specimen of LeConte's sparrow (Ammodramus
leconteii), Boone County, in the old collection; there is a record only of this rare

Indiana migrant. An undocumented Lapland longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) mount

may be one of the Boone County pair noted by Butler (6). It is an irregular and

uncommon migrant in Indiana. The specimen of Smith's longspur (Calcarius pictus),

Benton County, is noteworthy, as it is presently an uncommon spring migrant in

northwestern Indiana. The yellow-headed blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus)

specimen, Porter County, is one of a pair listed by Butler (6). The bird was a local

summer resident around the turn of the century or early 1900's and is now a rare

and local resident in Lake and Newton counties. The common redpoll (Carduelis

flammed) specimen from Jasper County was cited by Butler (6); it is presently an

irregular winter visitor.

A number of birds with potentially interesting Indiana occurrence remain un-

documented in the 1932 catalogue. They are listed, should data emerge: red-throated

loon (Gavia stellata), 71.8.13) red-necked grebe (Podiceps grisegena) 71.8.14; American

swallow-tailed kite (Elanoides forficatus) 71.8.140; two bald eagles (Haliaeetus

leucocephalus) 71.8.161 and 71.8.165; golden eagle (Aguila chrysaetos) 71.8.155, coll.

16 Jan 1904 by Jefferson Bugg; several gray partridges (Perdix perdix) 71.8.176-.180;

two greater prairie chickens (Tympanuchus cupido) 71.8.210 female, 71.8.212 male;

purple gallinule (Porphyrula martinica) 71.8.237; black-billed magpie (Pica pica)

71.8.344; common raven (Corvus corax) 71.8.346; yellow-throated vireo (Vireo

flavifrons) 71.8.371; Lincoln's sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii) 71.8.445; yellow-headed

blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocepholus) 71.8.397; pine grosbeak (Pinicola

enucleator) 71.8.445. It is interesting that a sora (Porzana Carolina) 71.8.235 displays

partial albinism, the full condition shown by two crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos)

71.8.347 and 71.8.644.

The mammal catalogue consists of 95 non-skeletal listings. (Several undocumented

and sometimes exotic skulls were of only general interest.) Seventy-three specimens

were of Indiana-occurring species; of the 39 documented Indiana specimens, only

eleven remain. The mounted specimen of "black rat" (Rattus rattus) collected at

New Albany (Floyd County) in 1904 (9), has subsequently been reidentified as a Norway

Proceedings of the Indiana Academy of Science



Zoology 567

rat (R. norvegicus) (20). The whereabouts of the specimen is unknown. Two records

of the "red rat" (Nyctomys decoloratus) from Boone and Marion counties, cited

by Hahn (9) in the old collection, are represented today by one skull (71.9.80). It

was removed from a deteriorated mount labeled "red rat", locality unspecified. The

skull appears to be that of a Norway rat (Rattus norvegicus). Two porcupines

(Erethizon dorsatum), listed without data, are represented by one specimen. Blatchley

(3) referred to two LaPorte County specimens in the State Museum. They are men-

tioned by Hahn (9), and Mumford (20) noted that only one specimen remained. This

may be the only extant non-skeletal specimen of Indiana porcupine. The catalogue

lists three wolves, two from LaPorte County and one from Hamilton County; there

is only one undocumented mounted "wolf" present in the collection. It appears too

large for the coyote (Canis latrans), too small for a timber wolf (Canis lupus), yet

has a pelage not unlike either (Christine Stewart-Marks, pers. comm., April 1987).

Hon S. Durrow of LaPorte, who hunted wolves and coyotes, believed that some

specimens from northern Indiana were coyote-wolf hybrids (9). He further related

that many of the "wolf" reports that he investigated in northern Indiana actually

referred to the coyote. It is possible that the Museum specimen represents a coyote-

wolf hybrid, and one of the "wolves" donated from LaPorte County by Durrow

himself. Lyon (17) believed that 1908 was the latest date for the timber wolf in Indiana;

if correct, then the record of Hamilton County "wolf", collected 1920, was prob-

ably a coyote. A mounted river otter (Lutra canadensis), with a badly distended skin,

has no catalogue data. Hahn (9) related that it was a Pike County Specimen, taken

in 1904. It may be the only extent non-skeletal specimen of Indiana river otter. A
bobcat (Felis rufus) mount (71.9.151) is without data, but is noted, should data emerge.

Several albino mammals are present: eastern mole (Scalopus aquaticus) 71.9.105;

muskrat {Ondatra zibethicus) 71.9.120; gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) 71.9.115;

and raccoon (Procyon lotor) 71.9.132. One opossum (71.9.103) is of light color, one

raccoon (71.9.133) is "red", and a mink (Mustela vison, 71.9.142) has light underfur

("cotton mink"). A striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis, 71.9.148) has a darkened, poorly

developed stripe. Mumford and Whitaker (22) comment on pelage variation in these

mammals.

Discussion

The early State Geologists such as Cox, Collett and Thompson (12), who were

in charge of the State Museum ("cabinet") greatly expanded the invertebrate fossil,

mineral and archaeological collections through survey work. Gorby (8) noted additions

to the natural history department by taxidermist J.E. Beasley of Lebanon, Boone

County. Though undated records in the 1932 museum catalogue are referred to as

"pre-1932", it was during the tenure of Willis S. Blatchley, biologist appointed State

Geologist (1894-1911), that the bulk of the vertebrate collections were amassed. Blatchley

(1) felt that the Museum should contain "examples of the different objects of Natural

History found within the State", and noted that many birds and mammals were rapidly

becoming extinct and should be procured while they were available. He related (2)

that over 200 mounted birds and mammals and a large collection of bird's eggs had

been acquired in the past two years. Most of this mounting was the contracted work

of J.E. Beasley of Lebanon, resulting in a preponderance of local, Boone County,

specimens. The apparent strategy was to acquire mounts of both sexes of each bird

and mammalian species. Fish from his survey of Walnut Creek and tributaries are

noted to have been placed in the State Museum (5), but those specimens are not

now in the collection. Blatchley accumulated an extensive vertebrate collection, well-

furnished in mounted bird and medium-sized mammals, bird eggs, "stuffed" turtles

and their dried shells, and a small collection of liquid preserved fishes and herptiles.
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Little attention was given to study skins of birds or mammals. It was in those Blatchley

years that Butler (6) and Hahn (9) examined birds and mammals in the rapidly growing

collection. Subsequent return of control of the State Museum to geologistss under-

standably put a damper on the expansion of systematic biological collections. In the

1920's and 1930's the museum collections were so shuffled from room to room,

resulting in lost and damaged specimens and records (25), that the 1936 Lyon found

the mammal collection scientifically useless (17). With much to the survey work com-

pleted, as amassed in the numerous volumes of the Department of Geology and Natural

Resources, the Department was reorganized into the Department of Conservation,

and the museum was moved into the basement of the State House (12). Unlike previous

decades the Museum apparently undertook little field collection of natural history

specimens. Through public donation cultural history artifacts began to accumulate

in volume (e.g., 14, 15, 16). The menagerie of historical items, often with poor

documentation, continued to accrue in grossly insufficient facilities, and began to

resemble a great chamber of oddities and curiosities. The constant struggle for adequate

storage, security and record control continued until the collections were relocated

in its present facility in 1966. Here, the general collections began to receive more

effective management. Mounted and freeze-dried vertebrate collections grew under

taxidermists David McLary and David Tolbert, and the donations of Hayden Sharrett

and Leonard Boehning. New and old vertebrate collections were curated primarily

for their display value until about 1981 when the scientific value of the natural history

collections began to be assessed (26). Like early collections at many institutions,

specimens frequently have little, if any, documentation, and are often deteriorated.

Interestingly, 28% of the mammals, 29% of the birds and 68% of the turtles with

Indiana data from the "old collection" are present in the collection today. In con-

trast all, exceptone, of the liquid preserved fishes, amphibians and reptiles, except

one have been "lost". Fortunately, the existing collection does include such impor-

tant specimens as an American white pelican, brown pelican, tundra swan, two greater

prairie chickens, passenger pigeon, thick-billed murre, porpucine, otter, hieroglyphic

turtles and muskellunge. Valuable systematic collections require curation by staff versed

in their management, conservation, data recovery and the significance of the infor-

mation which the specimens provide. Mumford (20) wrote: "A new State Museum
has recently been established at Indianapolis. Perhaps this institution will help in-

crease our knowledge of Indiana mammals and other animals". The present and

an earlier work (25) is the beginning of that endeavor.
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